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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1,2,4,6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Keenan (US # 
5,317,403). 

The "image capturing device" language in the preamble is not afforded the effect of a 
distinguishing limitation unless the body of the claims set forth structure which refers back to, 
is defined by, or otherwise draws life and breath from the preamble. 

As to claim 1, Keenan teaches a device, comprising: a wireless receiver (see Figure 1, IR 
receiver "1 19") capable of receiving remote control commands from a wireless remote control 
device (see Figure 1, remote control "128"; Col. 2, Lines 52-56); at least one input device 
capable of accepting user inputs (see Figure 1, local keyboard "118"; Col. 2, Lines 52-55); a 
memory (see Figure 1, "RAM 120") including a learned commands table (see Figure 4, channel 
memory "400"; {Col 2, Lines 56-69)) that stores one or more received remote control commands 
(see Figure 4, digits 0-9; Col. 4, Lines 44-54; {Digits 0-9 are input via remote control (see CoU, 
Lines 20-22).}) and associated user input commands (see Col. 4, Lines 44-67; Col. 5, Lines 1-35; 
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{The channels are input via the keyboard on the television (see Figure 4, Col 3, lines 20-22)). 
Television may be tuned to with the keyboard ("...currently tuned channel... ") and the digits 0-9 
may be input by remote control ("...next digit key pressed. ")}); and a processor (see Figure 1, 
Control Microprocessor "1 10") communicating with said wireless receiver, said at least one 
input device (see Col. 2, Lines 52-55), and said memory (It is inherent in the system ofKeenan 
that the CPU communicates with the ROM and RAM to execute a timing loop subroutine as 
taught in Col. 5, Lines 5-8)\ with said processor receiving a remote control command from said 
wireless receiver (see Col. 2, Lines 52-55), receiving a user input from said at least one input 
device (see Col. 2, Lines 52-55), recalling a user input command corresponding to said user input 
(It is inherent in the system of Keenan that when a channel is selected on the keyboard of the 
television, the television will recognize that command and tune to the appropriate channel), 
associating said remote control command with said user input command, and storing said remote 
control command and said user input in said learned command table (see Col. 2, Lines 56-60). 

As to claim 2, Keenan teaches the device of claim 1, wherein said wireless receiver 
comprises an infrared (IR) receiver (see Figure 1, IR Receiver "119"). 

As to claim 4, Keenan teaches the device of claim 1, further comprising a learnable 
commands table (see Figure 4, channel memory "400") that specifies one or more user input 
commands that are capable of being associated with said remote control commands (The table 
shows channel 03 which is capable of being associated with the remote control command 0). 

As to claim 6, Keenan teaches the device of claim 1, further comprising a user input 
commands table for recalling one or more particular user input commands corresponding to a 
particular user input (It is inherent in the system of Keenan that a memory be included that 
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recognizes a command that corresponds to a particular user input This occurs when a button is 
pressed for a channel on the keyboard of the television and that channel is displayed.). 

2. Claims 7-12,25,26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Pyle et al. 
(US 20030122936). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

As to claim 7, Pyle et al. teaches a remote control method for an image capturing device 
(see Abstract, Lines 1-3), comprising the steps of: receiving a remote control command in said 
image capturing device from at least one wireless remote control (see [0021]); receiving a user 
input in said image capturing device (It is inherent in the system of Pyle et al. that a user has 
input a command to the image capturing device at some time.); recalling a user input command 
corresponding to said user input (It is also inherent in the system of Pyle et al. that once the 
command is received it is recognized as being the appropriate command.); associating said 
remote control command with said user input command (see [0038]); and storing said remote 
control command and said user input command in an entry of a learned command table (see 
Figure 2, association table "250"; [0043]); wherein said image capturing device learns said 
remote control command from said at least one wireless remote control (see [0042]). 
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As to claim 8, Pyle et al. teaches the method of claim 7, further comprising a preliminary 
step of placing said image capturing device in a learning mode {Examiner interprets learning 
mode as the image capturing device being powered on; thus, a power on switch is inherent in the 
system of Pyle et al, and it is a preliminary step of this method.). 

As to claim 9, Pyle et al. teaches the method of claim 7, wherein the step of receiving a 
remote control command is performed only if said image capturing device is in a learning mode 
(A remote control command cannot be received unless power is provided to the device.). 

As to claim 10, Pyle et al. teaches the method of claim 7, wherein the step of receiving a 
user input is performed only if said image capturing device is in a learning mode (A user input 
cannot be received unless power is provided to the device.). 

As to claim 11, Pyle et al. teaches the method of claim 7, wherein the associating step is 
performed only if said user input command is in a learnable commands table (It is inherent in the 
system of Pyle et al. that an IR bit stream not recognized by the system will not be associated.). 

As to claim 12, Pyle et al. teaches the method of claim 7, further comprising the steps of: 
recalling a slideshow user input command corresponding to said remote control command if said 
remote control command is a slideshow command (see [0034]; [0043]; Table 1, Pages 3 and 4); 
and performing a slideshow operation in said image capturing device corresponding to said 
slideshow user input command (see [0034]). 

As to claim 25, Pyle et al. teaches a remote control method for an image capturing device 
(see Abstract, Lines 1-3), comprising the steps of: receiving a slideshow remote control 
command in said image capturing device from a wireless remote control (see [0034]); recalling a 
slideshow user input command corresponding to said slideshow remote control command (see 
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[0034]; [0043]; Table 1, Pages 3 and 4); and performing a slideshow operation corresponding to 
said slideshow user input command (see [0034]). 

As to claim 26, Pyle et al. teaches the method of claim 25, further comprising the step of 
learning said slideshow remote control command (see [0034], [0047]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

. 3. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Keenan (see Patent 
Number above). 

As to claim 3, Keenan teaches the device of claim 1. Although Keenan does not explicitly 
teach the wireless receiver comprising a radio frequency (RF) receiver, Official Notice is taken 
that the use of radio frequency receivers is well known and expected in the art. It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use such a receiver, because radio frequency 
receivers can receive incoming signals though the remote control that sends those signals is not 
pointed directly at the receiver. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Keenan (see Patent 
Number above) in view of Schick et al. (US 20030093445). 

As to claim 5, Keenan teaches the device of claim 1, wherein said learned commands 
table stores one or more user input commands that are associated with one or more remote 
control commands (see Col. 4, Lines 44-67; Col. 5, Lines 1-35; {The channels are input via the 
keyboard on the television (see Figure 4, Col 3, lines 20-22)). Television may be tuned to with 
the keyboard (" ...currently tuned channel... ") and the digits 0-9 may be input by remote control 
C ...next digit key pressed. ")}). The claim differs from Keenan in that it further requires that one 
or more of the user input commands be a slide show command. 

In the same field of endeavor, Schick et al. teaches a remote control command that is a 
slide show command associated with a user input control on a set top box (see Figure 8; [0064]). 
In light of the teaching of Schick et al., it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include a slide show command as a command 
controllable in the remote of Keenan, because an artisan of ordinary skill would recognize that 
the user in Keenan would be able to look through his/her favorite channels in one press of a 
button. 
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5. Claims 13-17,19-22,24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Keenan (see Patent Number above) in view of Wakui (US # 6,256,060). 

As to claim 13, Keenan teaches receiving a remote control command from at least one 
wireless remote control (see Col. 2, Lines 52-55); determining if a device is in a learning mode 
(see Col. 4, Lines 55-59; channel up key being pressed is interpreted as the determination of 
learning mode); receiving a user input in said device if said device is in said learning mode (see 
Col. 4, Lines 44-55; {The keyboard can be used to tune to the appropriate channel when the 
channel up key is pressed.}); recalling a user input command corresponding to said user input if 
said image capturing device is in said learning mode (see Col. 4, Lines 44-55; {The television 
recognizes the command and tunes to the appropriate station}); associating said remote control 
command (see Col. 4, Lines 44-55, ". . .digit key. . .") with said user input command (see Col. 4, 
Lines 44-55; {The tuning to the appropriate channel via keyboard.}) if said image capturing said 
learning mode (see Col. 4, Lines 55-59; ". . .channel up for three seconds. . ."); and storing said 
remote control command and said user input command in an entry of a learned command table if 
said image capturing device is in said learning mode (see Figure 4; channel memory "400"; Col. 
5, Lines 13-35); wherein said image capturing device learns said remote control command from 
said at least one wireless remote control (see Col. 5, Lines 18-22; "...digit key being 
pressed. . ."). The claim differs from Keenan in that it further requires that the device be an image 
capturing device, and the display of a not known status if said remote control command is not 
stored in a learned commands table in said image capturing device. Although Keenan does not 
explicitly teach a display of a not known status if a remote control command is not stored in a 
learned commands table, Official Notice is taken that the display of error messages to a user if a 
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commanded program is not available is well known and expected in the art. It would have been 
obvious to employ such a message, because these messages supply clear evidence of either 
erroneous or neglected programming in a device. 

In the same field of endeavor, Wakui teaches a remote control controlling the functions 
of an image capturing device (see Abstract). In light of the teaching, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include the system of 
Keenan in the system of Wakui, because an artisan of ordinary skill in the art would recognize 
that remote controls cameras remotely are well known in the art and provide the flexibility of 
operation known to televisions. 

As to claim 14, Keenan, as modified by Wakui, teaches the method of claim 13, further 
comprising a preliminary step of placing said image capturing device in a learning mode (see 
Col. 4, Lines 55-63; channel up key being held for 3 seconds). 

As to claim 15, Keenan, as modified by Wakui, teaches the method of claim 13, wherein 
the step of receiving a remote control command (see Col. 5 Lines 18-22; "...digit key being 
pressed...") is performed only if said image capturing device is in a learning mode (see Col. 5, 
Lines 20-22; "...channel up key being held active for 3 seconds..."). 

As to claim 16, Keenan, as modified by Wakui, teaches the method of claim 13, wherein 
the step of receiving a user input is performed only if said image capturing device is in a learning 
mode (see Col. 4, Lines 44-55; {The keyboard can be used to tune to the appropriate channel 
when the channel up key is pressed.}). 

As to claim 17, Keenan, as modified by Wakui, teaches the method of claim 13, wherein 
the associating step is performed only if said user input command is in a learnable commands 
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table (It is inherent in the system of Keenan, as modified by Wakui, that the channel up or down 
command could not be associated with a channel, because the association is made to the 
currently tuned channel). 

As to claim 19, Keenan teaches a remote control method for a device, comprising the 
steps of: initiating a learning mode in a device (see Col. 4, Lines 55-63, channel up key held 
active for 3 seconds); selecting a user input command of a device (Tuning to the channel to be 
stored on the keyboard of television is the user input command); receiving a remote control 
command from a wireless remote control (see Col. 5, Lines 18-22; Col. 3, Lines 20-22); and 
storing said remote control command and said user input command in an entry of a learned 
command table (see Figure 4, channel memory "400"; Col. 5, Lines 14-18). The claim differs 
from Keenan in that it further requires that said device is an image capturing device. 

In the same field of endeavor, Wakui teaches a remote control controlling the functions 
of an image capturing device (see Abstract). In light of the teaching, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include the system of 
Keenan in the system of Wakui, because an artisan of ordinary skill in the art would recognize 
that remote controls cameras remotely are well known in the art and provide the flexibility of 
operation known to televisions. 

As to claim 20, Keenan, as modified by Wakui, teaches the method of claim 19, wherein 
the initiating, selecting, receiving, and storing steps are iteratively performed for a plurality of 
user input commands of said image capturing device (see Figure 4, channel memory "400"; fit is 
inherent in the system of Keenan, as modified by Wakui, that this process can be performed for 
all 9 available favorite channels.}). 
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As to claim 21, Keenan, as modified by Wakui, teaches the method of claim 19, wherein 
the initiating, selecting, receiving, and storing steps are iteratively performed for a learnable 
subset of user input commands of said image capturing device (It is inherent in the system of 
Keenan, as modified by Wakui, that the channel up or down command could not be associated 
with a remote control that is to say that the currently tuned to channel is what is associated with 
0-9 remote control commands.). 

As to claim 22, Keenan, as modified by Wakui, teaches the method of claim 19, wherein 
said image capturing device waits a predetermined wait period to receive said remote control 
command (see Keenan, Col. 5, Lines 18-22). 

As to claim 24, Keenan, as modified by Wakui, teaches the method of claim 19, wherein 
the associating step is performed only if said user input command is in a learnable commands 
table {It is inherent in the system of Keenan, as modified by Wakui, that the channel up or down 
command could not be associated with a remote control, that is to say that the currently tuned to 
channel is what is associated with 0-9 remote control commands.). 

6. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Keenan (see 
Patent Number above) in view of Wakui (see Patent Number above) and further in view of 
Schick et al. (see Patent Number above). 

As to claim 18, Keenan, as modified by Wakui, teaches the method of claim 13, further 
comprising the steps of: recalling a user input command corresponding to a remote control 
command (see Col. 4, Lines 44-55; {The television recognizes the command and tunes to the 
appropriate station}); performing an operation corresponding to a user input command (// is 
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inherent in the system of Keenan, as modified by Wakui, that the remote control command be 
performed and correspond to tuning to the station when inputted on the keyboard.). The claim 
differs from Keenan, as modified by Wakui, in that it further requires that the remote control 
command and said operation be a slide show command. 

In the same field of endeavor, Schick et al. teaches a remote control slide show command 
in viewing images (see Figure 8, para [0064]). In light of the teaching of Schick et al., it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the system and remote control of Keenan, as modified by Wakui, to include the slide 
show command of Schick et al., because an artisan of ordinary skill would recognize that the 
user in Keenan, as modified by Wakui, would be able to look through his/her favorite images in 
one press of a button. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
9. Claim 23 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: As 
to claim 23, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest an image capturing device waiting a 
predetermined wait period to receive a remote control command and selecting a next user input if 
the predetermined wait period expires. 



Conclusion 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony J. Daniels whose telephone number is (571) 272-7362. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571) 272-7950. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



AD 

03/07/2005 




